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United States History – Grade 8 (#3835) 
 

Description The eighth grade United States History course provides a general overview and foundation for further 

study about our nation’s past. This course will offer different perspectives on the significant events, 
important people, critical movements, and significant trends in these nine units of study:  

• Three Worlds Meet, Beginnings to 1763 
• Creating a New Nation, 1763-1791 
• The Early Republic, 1789-1844 
• A Changing Republic, 1810-1860 
• A Nation Divided and Rebuilt, 1846-1877 
• America Transformed, 1860-1914 
• Modern America Emerges, 1880-1920 
• Roaring 20’s, Great Depression and World War II, 1919-1945 
• Tensions at Home and Abroad, 1945- Present 

By studying people, places, things, and events of U.S. History, students begin to connect the past and 
present. Moreover, students will be encouraged to link historical developments to current events in 
today’s world. 

   Prerequisite   None 
Credit  

Textbooks/Resources Creating America: A History of the United States. Garcia, Jesus; Ogle, Donna M., Risinger, C. 

Frederick, Stevos, Joyce. McDougal Littell. Evanston, IL, 2005. (required) ISBN: 0-618-37690-9 

Required Assessments District-Wide, Standards-Based Assessment 

Board Approved June 13, 2005 

Revised   June 22, 2015 

AASD Social Studies Goals 
 Develop a chronological sense of time, continuity and change and an awareness of geographic place. 
 Recognize that history and culture influence a society. 
 Develop an awareness of current affairs. 
 Recognize facts and vocabulary pertinent to the grade and/or discipline. 
 Discern cause and effect relationships. 
 Analyze and evaluate primary and secondary source information/data. 
 Interpret visually-oriented content. 
 Recognize the rights and responsibilities of individuals and of society. 
 Understand reasons for conflicting ideas and develop possible resolutions. 
 Adopt a wider perspective. 
 Understand democratic beliefs. 
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AASD Social Studies Standards 

Geography: People, Places, and Environments 

By the end of grade eight, students will: 
 

A.8.1  Use a variety of geographic representations, such as political, physical, and topographic maps, a globe, aerial photographs, and 

satellite images, to gather and compare information about a place 
A.8.2  Construct mental maps of selected locales, regions, states, and countries and draw maps from memory, representing relative 

location, direction, size, and shape 

A.8.3  Use an atlas to estimate distance, calculate scale, identify dominant patterns of climate and land use, and compute population 

density 

A.8.4  Conduct a historical study to analyze the use of the local environment in a Wisconsin community and to explain the effect of this 

use on the environment 
A.8.5  Identify and compare the natural resource bases of different states and regions in the United States and elsewhere in the world, 

using a statistical atlas, aerial photographs, satellite images, and computer databases 
A.8.6  Describe and distinguish between the environmental effects on the earth of short-term physical changes, such as those caused by 

floods, droughts, and snowstorms, and long-term physical changes, such as those caused by plate tectonics, erosion, and 

glaciation 

A.8.7  Describe the movement of people, ideas, diseases, and products throughout the world 
A.8.8  Describe and analyze the ways in which people in different regions of the world interact with their physical environments through 

vocational and recreational activities 

A.8.9  Describe how buildings and their decoration reflect cultural values and ideas, providing examples such as cave paintings, 

pyramids, sacred cities, castles, and cathedrals 

A.8.10  Identify major discoveries in science and technology and describe their social and economic effects on the physical and human 

environment 

A.8.11  Give examples of the causes and consequences of current global issues, such as the expansion of global markets, the urbanization 

of the developing world, the consumption of natural resources, and the extinction of species, and suggest possible responses by 

various individuals, groups, and nations 
 

 

  



Board Approval: J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 0 5 ;  J u n e  2 2 ,  2 0 1 5  Page 3 

AASD SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM 
United States History - Grade 8 (#3835) 

 

 

 

History: Time, Continuity, and Change 

By the end of grade eight, students will: 
 

B.8.1  Interpret the past using a variety of sources, such as biographies, diaries, journals, artifacts, eyewitness interviews, and other 

primary source materials, and evaluate the credibility of sources used 
B.8.2  Employ cause-and-effect arguments to demonstrate how significant events have influenced the past and the present in United 

States and world history 
B.8.3  Describe the relationships between and among significant events, such as the causes and consequences of wars in United States 

and world history 
B.8.4 Explain how and why events may be interpreted differently depending upon the perspectives of participants, witnesses, reporters, 

and historians 
B.8.5  Use historical evidence to determine and support a position about important political values, such as freedom, democracy, 

equality, or justice, and express the position coherently 

B.8.6  Analyze important political values such as freedom, democracy, equality, and justice embodied in documents such as the 

Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights 

B.8.7  Identify significant events and people in the major eras of United States and world history 
B.8.8  Identify major scientific discoveries and technological innovations and describe their social and economic effects on society 

B.8.9  Explain the need for laws and policies to regulate science and technology 
B.8.10 Analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, or nations 
B.8.11 Summarize major issues associated with the history, culture, tribal sovereignty, and current status of the American Indian tribes 

and bands in Wisconsin 

B.8.12  Describe how history can be organized and analyzed using various criteria to group people and events chronologically, 

geographically, thematically, topically, and by issues 
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Political Science and Citizenship: Power, Authority, Governance, and Responsibility  
By the end of grade eight, students will: 
 

C.8.1  Identify and explain democracy's basic principles, including individual rights, responsibility for the common good, equal 

opportunity, equal protection of the laws, freedom of speech, justice, and majority rule with protection for minority rights 
C.8.2  Identify, cite, and discuss important political documents, such as the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and landmark decisions of 

the Supreme Court, and explain their function in the American political system 
C.8.3  Explain how laws are developed, how the purposes of government are established, and how the powers of government are 

acquired, maintained, justified, and sometimes abused 

C.8.4  Describe and explain how the federal system separates the powers of federal, state, and local governments in the United States, 

and how legislative, executive, and judicial powers are balanced at the federal level 

C.8.5  Explain how the federal system and the separation of powers in the Constitution work to sustain both majority rule and minority 

rights 
C.8.6  Explain the role of political parties and interest groups in American politics 

C.8.7  Locate, organize, and use relevant information to understand an issue of public concern, take a position, and advocate the 

position in a debate 
C.8.8  Identify ways in which advocates participate in public policy debates 
C.8.9  Describe the role of international organizations such as military alliances and trade associations 
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Economics: Production, Distribution, Exchange, and Consumption  

By the end of grade eight, students will: 
 

D.8.1  Describe and explain how money makes it easier to trade, borrow, save, invest, and compare the value of goods and services 
D.8.2  Identify and explain basic economic concepts: supply, demand, production, exchange, and consumption; labor, wages, and 

capital; inflation and deflation; market economy and command economy; public and private goods and services 

D.8.3  Describe Wisconsin's role in national and global economies and give examples of local economic activity in national and global 

markets 
D.8.4  Describe how investments in human and physical capital, including new technology, affect standard of living and quality of life 

D.8.5  Give examples to show how government provides for national defense; health, safety, and environmental protection; defense of 

property rights; and the maintenance of free and fair market activity 
D.8.6  Identify and explain various points of view concerning economic issues, such as taxation, unemployment, inflation, the national 

debt, and distribution of income 
D.8.7  Identify the location of concentrations of selected natural resources and describe how their acquisition and distribution generates 

trade and shapes economic patterns 
D.8.8  Explain how and why people who start new businesses take risks to provide goods and services, considering profits as an 

incentive 
D.8.9 Explain why the earning power of workers depends on their productivity and the market value of what they produce 

D.8.10 Identify the economic roles of institutions such as corporations and businesses, banks, labor unions, and the Federal 

Reserve System 

D.8.11  Describe how personal decisions can have a global impact on issues such as trade agreements, recycling, and conserving the 

environment 
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Behavioral Science: Individuals, Institutions, and Cultures 

By the end of grade eight, students will: 
 

E.8.1  Give examples to explain and illustrate the influence of prior knowledge, motivation, capabilities, personal interests, and other 

factors on individual learning 
E.8.2  Give examples to explain and illustrate how factors such as family, gender, and socioeconomic status contribute to individual 

identity and development 

E.8.3  Describe the ways in which local, regional, and ethnic cultures may influence the everyday lives of people 
E.8.4  Describe and explain the means by which individuals, groups, and institutions may contribute to social continuity and change 

within a community 

E.8.5  Describe and explain the means by which groups and institutions meet the needs of individuals and societies 
E.8.6  Describe and explain the influence of status, ethnic origin, race, gender, and age on the interactions of individuals 

E.8.7  Identify and explain examples of bias, prejudice, and stereotyping, and how they contribute to conflict in a society 
E.8.8  Give examples to show how the media may influence the behavior and decision-making of individuals and groups 
E.8.9  Give examples of the cultural contributions of racial and ethnic groups in Wisconsin, the United States, and the world 

E.8.10  Explain how language, art, music, beliefs, and other components of culture can further global understanding or cause 

misunderstanding 
E.8.11  Explain how beliefs and practices, such as ownership of property or status at birth, may lead to conflict among people of different 

regions or cultures and give examples of such conflicts that have and have not been resolved 

E.8.12  Describe conflict resolution and peer mediation strategies used in resolving differences and disputes 
E.8.13  Select examples of artistic expressions from several different cultures for the purpose of comparing and contrasting the beliefs 

expressed 
E.8.14  Describe cooperation and interdependence among individuals, groups, and nations, such as helping others in times of crisis 
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Identity 
 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ What does it mean to be an American and has it changed over time? 
➢ What has influenced the development of the American identity?  

 

 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 

Id
e

n
ti

ty
 

 
1. Student demonstrates 

understanding of what it means 
to be an American and how it has 
changed over time. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. analyzes how the American identity has been developed 

through political institutions, economics, and cultural 
values,  

b. assesses the impact of settlement, establishment, and 
expansion on the American identity, and 

c. analyzes how U.S. involvement in national and 
international events leads to and/or influences the 
American identity.   

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Argumentative essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.5, B.8.6, C.8.1, D.8.6, E.8.3, E.8.4, E.8.6, 
E.8.9 
 

 

 

 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 

Id
e

n
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ty
 

 
2. Student demonstrates 

understanding of ways that 
different people and/or events 
have changed the American 
identity. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.   explains how American identity has emerged out of 

interactions between different groups,  
b.   analyzes the assimilation of immigrants into the American 

identity, 
d.   analyzes how changes in class identity, regional identity, 

and gender roles have related to economic, social, and 
cultural transformations,  

e.   explains how personal rights activism has changed the 
American identity, and 

 f.    explains how significant events have influenced the 

American identity.  

 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Narrative or argumentative writing 

using historical perspectives (e.g. 
Historical simulations and debates 
with students taking on historical 
roles) 

● Activities found on the AASD 
Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 
Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards: A.8.7, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.5, B.8.6, B.8.7, C.8.1, C.8.7, C.8.8, 
D.8.6, E.8.3, E.8.4, E.8.6, E.8.7, E.8.9, E.8.11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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Economics, Invention and Technology 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ How have changes in economics, invention, and technology affected American society? 
➢ How has the type of work developed over time? 

 

 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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3. Student demonstrates 

understanding of ways that 
changes in economics, invention, 
and technology have affected 
American society 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains how trade has shaped the American society and 
b. explains how invention and technology have influenced the 

American economy and society. 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Write a group summary and 

present to fellow groups 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards: A.8.10, A.8.11, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.7, B.8.9, 
B.8.12, D.8.1, D.8.2, D.8.4, D.8.5, D.8.6, D.8.7, D.8.10, D.8.11, E.8.2, E.8.5, E.8.11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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4. Student demonstrates 

understanding of the way work 
has changed over time. 

 

 

  

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies the components that make up the American 

economy, 
b. identifies the characteristics of work in early and modern 

America, 
c. explains the evolution of work, including labor relations 

and systems (e.g., slavery, indentured servitude, free 
labor, unionization) over time, and 

d. explains how the federal government has influenced the 
economy. 

 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Write a group summary and 

present to fellow groups 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards: A.8.8, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.7, B.8.10, B.8.12, C.8.1, 
C.8.6, D.8.2, D.8.4, D.8.8, D.8.9, D.8.10, E.8.4, E.8.5, E.8.6, E.8.11, E.8.14   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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Population and Demographics 
 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ Why have people migrated to, from, and within America? 

➢ Have changes in migration and demographic patterns affected American life? 
 
 

 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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5. Student demonstrates 

understanding of why people 
have migrated to, from, and 
within America. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies the different groups that have moved to or 

within America, 
b. explains why different groups have moved to or within 

America, and 
c. analyzes the causes and effects of major internal 

migration patterns. 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Analysis of charts, graphs, maps, 

and political cartoons  
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 

addendum #2). 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards: A.8.7. A.8.8, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.7, B.8.10, B.8.11, B.8.12, 
D.8.4, D.8.5, D8.11, E.8.1, E.8.11, E.8.14 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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6. Student demonstrates 
understanding of how changes in 
migration and demographic 
patterns have affected American 
life. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. understands and identifies the “push-pull” factors of 

migration (e.g., famine, Indian Removal Act, work, 
Manifest Destiny, gold rush), 

b. explains how changes in the demographics of migrations 
altered the ethnic and social makeup of the U.S. 
population (e.g. east to west, urban to rural), and  

c. explains the issues and reactions related to immigration 
and migration throughout American history. 

 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Analysis of charts, graphs, maps, 

and political cartoons  
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 

addendum #2). 
 

 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.7, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.7, B.8.8, B.8.10, 
B.8.12, D.8.4, E.8.2, E.8.3, E.8.5, E.8.11, E.8.12 
 

 
  

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
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Politics and Power  
 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ How have political and social groups competed to gain power in American society and government?  

➢ How have Americans determined who is able to participate in the political process? 

 

 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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7. Student demonstrates 

understanding of how different 
political and social groups 
competed for rights, power, and 
recognition in American society 
and government. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. recognizes and explains the beliefs of political and social 

groups, 
b. analyzes the factors behind competition, cooperation, 

and conflict among different political and social groups in 
America, 

c. explains the development of the party system in US 
politics, and  

d. explains how reform movements (e.g., abolition, 
temperance, suffrage, civil rights) have caused changes 
to U.S. society. 

 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 

(http://recollectionwisconsin.org, 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Compare and contrast essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 
 

 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.11, B.8.1, B.8.4 B.8.5, B.8.7, B.8.10, B.8.12, C.8.1, C.8.3, 
C.8.7, C.8.8, C.8.9, D.8.3, D.8.6, D.8.11, E.8.2, E.8.3, E.8.4, E.8.5, E.8.6, E.8.7, E.8.9, E.8.14 
 

 

  

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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8. Student demonstrates 

understanding of how Americans 
have agreed on or argued over 
who is part of the political 
system. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains how debates over rights and freedoms have 

influenced political life (e.g., the Civil Rights Movement, 
voting rights, women’s suffrage...), 

b. analyzes the development and amending of the 
Constitution to reflect changes in power and politics, and  

c. examines the conflicts and scandals that impacted the 
American political process (e.g., Red Scare, 
Watergate…)   

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 

(http://recollectionwisconsin.org, 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Compare and contrast essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.11, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.6, B.8.7, B.8.9, 
B.8.10, B.8.11, B.8.12, C.8.1, C.8.2, C.8.3, C.8.4, C.8.5, C.8.6, C.8.7, C.8.8, D.8.6, E.8.2, E.8.3, E.8.4, E.8.5, E.8.6, E.8.7, E.8.9, E.8.10, E.8.11, 
E.8.14 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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America and the World  
 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ How have relationships between the U.S. and other parts of the world influenced past and current events?  

 
 

 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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9. Student demonstrates 
understanding of how the U.S. 
has been involved in 
international affairs and 
foreign conflicts which have 
influenced historical and 
current events. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains how the role of the U.S. in world affairs has 

changed over time, 
b. understands the national or international causes and 

effects of past and current U.S. world conflicts and wars, 
and 

c. explains how economic, cultural, political, and military 
factors have influenced and are still influencing U.S. 
foreign policy in different time periods. 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 

(http://recollectionwisconsin.org, 
http://edsitement.neh.gov/) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Analysis of political cartoons and 

newspaper articles 
(http://access.newspaperarchive.co
m) 

● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 

addendum #2). 
 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.1, A.8.11, B.8.1, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.5, B.8.7, B.8.10, 
B.8.11, B.8.12, C.8.7, C.8.8, C.8.9, D.8.11, E.8.11, E.8.14 
 

 

 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://access.newspaperarchive.com/
http://access.newspaperarchive.com/


Board Approval: J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 0 5 ;  J u n e  2 2 ,  2 0 1 5  Page 16 

AASD SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM 
United States History - Grade 8 (#3835)  

 

 
Environment and Geography - Physical and Human  
 

Overarching Questions: 
➢ How did the natural geography influence where various groups settled and how they lived in North American?  
➢ How did various groups that lived in North America impact the environment?  

 
 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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10. Student explains how the natural 

geography influences where 
various groups settled and how 
they lived in North America. 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains the impact of natural resources on historical 

settlement and development, 

b. explains how geography influenced or altered historical 

events, and 

c. connects environmental factors to regional economic, 

social, and political identities. 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Argumentative essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.1, A.8.2, A.8.3, A.8.4, A.8.5, A.8.7, A.8.8, A.8.11, B.8.1, 
B.8.2, B.8.2, B.8.3, B.8.4, B.8.7, B.8.12, D.8.7, D.8.11, E.8.4 
 

 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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11. Student explains how the 
various groups that lived in 
North America impacted the 
environment. 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. explains how the introduction of new plants and animals 

(e.g., the Columbian exchange) altered the natural 
environment of North America, 

b. understands how debates about cultural and economic 
beliefs about resource usage have impacted the 
environment, and  

c. explains how the use of natural resources and the human 
impact on the environment have changed over time (e.g., 
National Park’s Movement, reforms of the Great 
Depression/New Deal, Earth Day, role of 
renewable/renewable energy). 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Argumentative essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 
 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards: A.8.7, A.8.8, D.8.7, D.8.11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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Ideas, Beliefs and Culture  

Overarching Questions: 
➢ How did moral and cultural values shape and change the identity of the United States? 

 
 Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators Classroom Assessments 
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12. Student demonstrates 
understanding of how moral and 
cultural values shaped and 
changed the identity of the 
United States. 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  identifies examples of what is considered right and wrong 

has changed over time, 
b.  explains how artistic concepts, religious beliefs, and 

scientific discoveries have shaped the identity of the 
United States, and 

c.  explains how historical events have changed moral and 
cultural values of the United States.  

 

 
● Project based assessment 

(http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/, 
http://bie.org/) 

● Primary and secondary source 
analysis 
(http://recollectionwisconsin.org) 

● Mini document based questions 
(http://beyondthebubble.stanford.e
du/assessments) 

● Classroom discussion and debates 
(http://icah.infobaselearning.com/ic
ah.aspx) 

● Quizzes and tests 
● Argumentative essay 
● Activities found on the AASD 

Social Studies Website (see 
addendum #2). 

 

Essential Leading Objective linked to these AASD Social Studies standards:  A.8.7, A.8.11, B.8.4, B.8.6, B.8.10, B.8.12, C.8.1, C.8.6, C.8.7, 
C.8.9, D.8.5, D.8.11, E.8.2, E.8.3, E.8.7, E.8.9, E.8. 10, E.8.11, E.8.14 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalhistoryday.org/
http://bie.org/
http://recollectionwisconsin.org/
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://beyondthebubble.stanford.edu/assessments
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
http://icah.infobaselearning.com/icah.aspx
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ADDENDUM #1 
WI State Standards:  Literacy in Social Studies/History - Grade 8 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 

 
1. Cite specific textual evidence to 

support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. (RH.6-8.1) 

 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 

a.  analyzes the meaning of a text and supports with explicit details, 
b. supports inferences with textual evidence, and 
c. strengthens his/her analysis by prioritizing relevant supporting evidence. 

 

 
2. Determine the central ideas or 

information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary of the source 
distinct from prior knowledge or 
opinions. (RH.6-8.2) 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 

a.  uses techniques for determining central ideas/information from primary/secondary sources 

and 
b. objectively summarizes a text including an analysis of the development of a central idea or 

theme over the course of a text. 
 

 
3. Identify key steps in a text's 

description of a process related 
to history/social studies (e.g. how 
a bill becomes law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered). 
(RH.6-8.3) 
 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. understands that history/social studies texts describe a process sharing common features and 

organizational structures, and 
b. uses graphic organizers to understand texts that describe a process. 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 
 
4. Determine the meaning of words 

and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including vocabulary 
specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. (RH.6-8.4) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. identifies unfamiliar words and phrases using text features (glossary, context clues, etc.) or 

online dictionary, 
b. uses several strategies and techniques to identify and record unfamiliar words and phrases, 

and 
c. utilizes figures of a text (e.g., bold terms, glossary, context clues) and outside resources (online 

and print dictionary) to determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases in a text. 

 

 
5.   Describe how a text presents 

information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, casually). 

     (RH.6-8.5) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  uses graphic organizers to gather information from text that compares, contrasts, identifies or 

lists sequentially information, 
b. uses techniques to identify text structure and how information is presented (comparatively, 

sequentially, causally, etc.), and 
c. analyzes sentences within a paragraph; how they work together to develop or refine a concept. 

 
6. Identify aspects of a text that 

reveal an author’s point of view 
or purpose (e.g., loaded 
language, inclusion or avoidance 
of particular facts). (RH.6-8.6) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. understands that an author deliberately selects and shapes a point of view or purpose, 
b. determines an author’s point of view or purpose, and 
c. analyzes how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence. 
 
 

 

7. Integrate visual information (e.g., 
in charts, graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and digital 
texts. (RH.6-8.7) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  gathers information from visuals (charts, videos, maps, etc.) to form a complete  understanding 

of a history/social studies topic, 
b. uses graphic organizers or note-taking strategies to form understanding from multiple texts, and 
c.  supports thinking with examples from the text, charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps. 

  
8.  Distinguish among fact, opinion, 

and reasoned judgment in a text. 
(RH.6-8.8) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  identifies opinions vs. judgments based on the types of facts given, and 
b. distinguishes between fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment through common signal words. 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 
 
9. Analyze the relationship between 

a primary and secondary source 
on the same topic. (RH.6-8.9) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. analyzes primary/secondary sources to form a complete understanding of a topic, and 
b. uses techniques for analyzing primary/secondary sources for comparisons and contrasts on  

the same topic. 

 
10. By the end of grade 8, read and 

comprehend history/social 
studies texts in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
(RH.6-8.10) 
 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  appreciates and makes meaning from difficult history/social studies text, 
b. uses techniques for selecting and engaging with difficult history/social studies text that student 

find interesting, motivating, and appropriate for their level, and 
c.  understands how a reader’s understanding of and appreciation for a text grows through deep 

thinking and active collaboration with others about text. 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 
 

11. Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content.     
(W.6-8.1) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  introduces claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledges and distinguishes the claim(s) from 

alternate or opposing claims, and organizes the reasons and evidence logically, 
b. supports claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that 

demonstrates an understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources, 
c.  uses words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarifies the relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence, 
d. establishes and maintains a formal style, and 
e.  provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
 
12. Write informative/explanatory 

texts, including the narration of 
historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or 
technical processes. (W.6-8.2) 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  introduces a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organizes ideas, concepts, and 

information into broader categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; includes formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension, 

b. develops the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples, 
c.  uses appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarifies the relationships 

among ideas and concepts, 
d. uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic, 
e.  establishes and maintains a formal style and objective tone, and 
 f.  provides a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 

explanation presented. 

 
13. Not applicable as a separate 

requirement (W.6-8.3) 

 
 

 

14. Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (W.6-8.4) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  uses techniques to create, develop, and organize a variety of types of writing, 
b. adapts writing to fulfill a specific purpose and meet the needs of the audience, and 

 c.  analyzes a writing task to determine what is required. 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 
 
15. With some guidance and support 

from peers and adults, develop 
and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (W.6-8.5) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a. uses writing process techniques to plan, create, revise, and edit in order to develop a strong 

quality writing piece, 
b. uses adult and peer guidance to strengthen writing, and 

c. uses a variety of approaches to address purpose and audience. 

 
16. Use technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and present the 
relationships between 
information and ideas clearly and 
efficiently. (W.6-8.6) 

 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  uses technology (such as internet) to produce and publish writing, and 
b. presents relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently. 

 
 

 
17. Conduct short research projects 

to answer a question (including a 
self-generated question), drawing 
on several sources and 
generating additional related, 
focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 
(W.6-8.7) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  uses research process (self-generate questions, locate and evaluate sources, organize 

findings, etc.), 
b. researches using variety of sources, investigating multiple facets of topic, then develop a single 

question, and 
c.  graphically represents information when recording thoughts and answers to questions. 
 
 

 

18. Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and 
quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following 
a standard format for citation. 
(W.6-8.8) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  locates relevant print and digital sources using search terms effectively while assessing 

credibility, 
b. paraphrases information and avoid plagiarism, 
c.  follows standard format for citations , and 
d. takes effective notes during and after reading. 
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Addendum #2 

AASD Social Studies Google Sharing Website 

At this site educators will find shared files including the DBQ project files. 

https://sites.google.com/a/aasd.k12.wi.us/social-studies/ 
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Essential Learning Objectives Performance Indicators 
 
19. Draw evidence from 

informational texts to support 
analysis reflection, and research. 
(W.6-8.9) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  composes an analytical, reflective, or research-based piece in response to reading an 

informational text, 
b. analyzes teacher-provided prompt, form a response, support response with evidence from 

text using descriptions, explanations, comparisons and contrasts, 
c.  uses critical reading techniques with informational text, and 
d. uses note-taking techniques during and after reading. 

 

 
20. Write routinely over extended 

time frames (time for reflection 
and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. (W.6-8.10) 

Performance will be satisfactory when the student: 
a.  completes various pieces of writing over varying lengths of time and 
b.  uses techniques for task-specific writing in short or extended time frames for discipline-

specific audiences and purposes. 

https://sites.google.com/a/aasd.k12.wi.us/social-studies/
https://sites.google.com/a/aasd.k12.wi.us/social-studies/

